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Welcome GHC’s New Members
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Sarah Rock (Ronnie Brezler delegate)
United Bank
Branch Manager
1219 Mt. Aetna Rd.
Hagerstown, MD  21742 
(301) 739-4690
Sarah.Rock@bankwithunited.com
https://www.bankwithunited.com/

mailto:Sarah.Rock@bankwithunited.com
https://www.bankwithunited.com/


CONGRATULATIONS!!

To all the finalists for the 2023 Business Awards
• Dr. Jim Klauber – Hagerstown Community College

Large Business of the Year
• Jeffery O’Neal – Brook Lane

Non-profit of the Year
• Steven Stitely – Saunders Tax & Accounting

Small Business of the Year
• Julie Rohm (PREIT)

Business Person of the Year
• Jenny Bakos – Washington County Free Library 

At Your Service



Please Welcome New GHC Members

Dr. Gary Willow

Dr. Health Wilcox
Executive Director for 
Secondary Education

Washington County Public Schools

Dr. Kara Burhans
Strategic Initiatives 
Coordinator
Washington County Public Schools

GHC Monthly Meeting September 2022

Dr. David Sovine
Superintendent

Washington County Public Schools

Please Welcome Today’s Guest Speakers
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Associate Superintendent 
for Curriculum & Instruction
Washington County Public Schools



Dr. David Sovine, Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Gary Willow, Associate Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction
Dr. Heath Wilcox, Executive Director for Secondary Education 
Dr. Kara Burhans, Strategic Initiatives Coordinator
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Date Item
July Applications for Blueprint stakeholder feedback teams

August/September Initial meetings of WCPS Blueprint stakeholder feedback teams
November/December Blueprint stakeholder feedback teams  submit recommendations

December Release of Blueprint Template and Comprehensive Implementation Plan 
December/January WCPS Blueprint Committee and writing teams



Date Item
February 10 WCPS Template review session with AIB and MSDE
February 16 WCPS Blueprint stakeholder survey

February 16, 27, 28 Blueprint community information sessions
February 21 Provide Blueprint update to BOE

February 16-March 3 Make revisions based on  AIB, MSDE, BOE, and community feedback
March 15 Deadline for submission





• WCPS offers Pre-K to all 4-year-olds in 
Washington County, regardless of income level.

• WCPS has Pre-K classrooms in every 
elementary school and two high schools.

• WCPS continues to explore community 
partnerships to expand 3-year-old Pre-K for all 
eligible students.

• WCPS currently ranks 4th in Maryland for 
Kindergarten Readiness

• WCPS offers unique professional development 
opportunities to Pre-L teachers and 
paraprofessionals.

• WCPS has three Judy Centers located at: Bester 
Elementary, Emma K. Doub Elementary, and 
Ruth Ann Monroe Primary.

• WCPS has one Patty Center, located at 221 
McRand Court, Hagerstown, MD.



• WCPS is on track to meet the starting salary 
requirement and currently has the highest 
starting teacher salary in Maryland.

• WCPS increased planning time for teachers by 
implementing a standard high school schedule 
and will implement a standard middle school 
schedule for school year 2023-24.

• WCPS staff are exploring new elementary 
models to increase planning, collaboration, and 
professional learning opportunities.

• Developed an NBC cohort model led by 
teachers who currently have their NBC.

• WCPS has partnered with Wilson College to 
include the NBC process as part of their 
Master’s Degrees track.

• WCPS is collaborating with local colleges to 
prepare for full year student teacher 
experiences.

• WCPS has created a college pathway for high 
school students to begin college courses in 
Education.

• WCPS has partnered with the Maryland 
Accelerates program to offer a one-year 
residency program for adults who hold a 
bachelor’s degree and are interested in 
becoming certified teachers.
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Happy St. 
Patrick’s 

Day!

Adjourned
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